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FLAGS is a membership organization whose purpose is to provide networking, resources and
professional development to world language teachers in the greater Sacramento area. We are an
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President, CLTA Rep, Advocacy
Chair & Webmaster
Nicole Naditz
French Teacher, Bella Vista HS
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Vice President / Conference
Chair / Awards Chair
Inga Templeton
German Teacher
Mira Loma HS

!

Treasurer
Chrstine Lanphere
French Teacher
Natomas HS
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Membership
Evelyn Bejaramo
Spanish & French Teacher,
Retired
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In This Issue...

FLAGS 2015-16

Foreign Language Association of
Greater Sacramento

Historian / Secretary
Marie Robb
French Teacher, Retired
Center HS

!

At-Large Member
Tanya Zaccone
Spanish Teacher, Retired

!

Newsletter Editor
Katherine Thornburgh
Spanish Teacher, El Dorado HS

!

!

Board Members can all be reached at
flagsteacher@gmail.com.

We don’t
know what
you did last
summer…
but do you
know what
you will be
doing this
summer?

!

There are
incredible
World
LanguageCentric
Professional
Development
Opportunities

in
Sacramento
and Santa
Barbara! See
pg. 3 of this
issue for
information
and
important
links!

!
Happy Spring, FLAGS Members!
!

It is hard to believe how fast this year has flown by, and
indeed, how quickly Spring will become summer.

The President’s Perch

!

Perhaps some of you attended the 2016 CLTA conference
in Visalia for connecting, networking and professional
renewal. Check out the article in this issue with highlights
from the conference. Did you miss a session? Or miss the
whole conference? You can still get a lot of great
information and resources from the 2016 CLTA
conference (often including links to presenters’ session
documents) from the #clta2016 tag on Twitter. Don’t
know how to use Twitter? Check out this handy “getting
started” guide here: https://support.twitter.com/articles/
215585.

!

If you missed out on the CLTA Conference, be sure to
check out the opportunities for Summer Professional
Development on Page 3 of this issue of the FLAGS Pole.

!

Speaking of social media, did you know that FLAGS has a
Facebook page? It’s another way for us to keep our
members informed about upcoming events and also share
pertinent information regarding our profession. Check it
out now at https://www.facebook.com/flagsteacher/.

!

Have something to share with us or with other members?
Head to the “Meet the Board” page of our Web site
(http://www.flagsteacher.com) and drop us a line.

!

Thanks for all you do to prepare students for life, work
and citizenship in a dynamic, global society. Here’s to a
fabulous end of the year, and a wonderful Summer, 2016!

!
Best,
!

Nicole

FLAGS Calendar of
Events:
June 20-24, 2016:
CWLP - Technology
Tools That Support
Common Core Skills
Development in World
Language and ELD
Instruction. https://
csmp.ucop.edu/home/
display_program_deta
ils/1118397

!

July 15-20, 2016: 27th
Annual Summer
Seminar for Language
Educators in Santa
Barbara! Visit the
CLTA website for more
information and to
register: https://
clta.net/event/27thannual-summerseminar-for-languageeducators/

!

August, 2016: Keep
your eyes open for
FLAGS Fall Events
starting in August,
2016.

!

November 18-20, 2016
The ACTFL Annual
Conference is in
Boston!

!

Februray 16-19, 2017
CLTA Conference Monterey, CA

Letter from the Editor…
Dear FLAGS Members,
We hope this Spring Issue of the FLAGS Pole finds you well, and

probably very ready for Summer! This issue contains lots of

information from this school year, as we did not publish a Winter

Issue of this newsletter, due to some technical glitches. I am very
sorry for this gap in communication, and hope you all enjoy this
issue!

Please let us know if there are any key updates you would like to

see in the Summer or Fall 2016 issues of the FLAGS Pole.

Additionally, should you be moving or changing schools and need to
update your address, please email Evelyn Bejaramo over the

summer with your new contact information so that we can get your
hard copy Fall Issue to you in a timely manner! Happy Spring, and
best to you for a productive, restful, and enjoyable summer!
Cheers,
Katherine Thornburgh
FLAGS Pole Editor

SUMMER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

✴Summer Seminar 2016 in Santa Barbara
is just around the corner, July 15-20!
Download the 2016 Summer Seminar
Brochure HERE. Register online now for
2016 Summer Seminar. https://
www.tfaforms.com/408473

!

✴Technology Tools That Support Common
Core Skills Development in World
Language and ELD Instruction. https://
csmp.ucop.edu/home/

!

Flags Fall 2015 Workshop: Proficiency-Driven World
Language Learning Targets

FALL 2015 WORKSHOP

On Saturday, October 17, 2015, several FLAGS members gathered in the morning at
CSUS. With the guidance of presenters Christine Lanphere and Nicole Naditz, we
examined how proficiency-driven World Language learning targets can drive
purposeful instruction, practice and assessment. It was definitely a hands-on
workshop as we worked collaboratively to assemble puzzles (with and without visual
cues), categorize skills, and analyze the skills necessary for certain tasks. We then
focused on "Can do" statements which give our students a clear sense of where to go
and what to do.

Flags Winter 2016 Workshop: Curate the Web

WINTER 2016 WORKSHOP
On Saturday, January 30, 2016, 14 language teachers gathered at CSUS to
"Curate the Web." Presenters Nicole Naditz and Evelyn Bejarano shared a variety of
online tools so that we could engage our students in a world's worth of media! In
just a few hours we found out how to combine news articles, videos and even social
media into one safe site which our students can consult to discuss a current event.
We learned how to add questions and other forms of student interactivity
throughout videos. We explored a tool that allows us to create a multimedia lesson
that includes multiple online materials and our own materials from our computers.
It was an enlightening and exciting experience to play with Storify, ThingLink,
Blendspace, and Zaption. The workshop was a great opportunity to discover what's
available to us and to give us a chance to work with such a variety of online tools.

!
ACTFL 2015: Inspired. Engaged. Transformed.
As November approaches every year, World Language and Culture
educators world-wide begin to anticipate the ACTFL Convention and World
Expo, and what better place and time than in San Diego 2015. The theme
“Inspire. Engage. Tranform.” beckoned as, let’s face it, many attendees were
most excited about seeing what Rick Steves, in person, had to say.
“Developing a Global Perspective through Travel ,” Steves’ keynote
theme, mesmerized the audience, with his honest assessment of not just the joys
of travel, but the needs of travel and savvy travelers, to – well – become a part of
the global perspective, which fosters peace and understanding. This idea became
a heartfelt plea and urgent message in Rick Steves’ hands, with genuine and
profound real-life examples of connections among real people and cultures. If
you missed it, you can see the youtube version at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oxPwCc11V2I

!

Another highlight was the “TOY Talks” event, during which several past
ACTFL Teachers of the Year spoke on topics dear to their practice. In the
months since the TOY Talks, there has been much twittering and tweeting about
CLTA president, CLTA Board member and 2015 ACTFL TOY Nicole Naditz’
“talk” about grading for proficiency. If you think you might want to hear the
end of “how many points is this worth?,” “are we graded on this?,” and “can I do
extra credit to make up my grade?,” view Nicole’s outstanding presentation here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYQpqWwStCw.
And yet one more wow – the announcement of the 2016 ACTFL Teacher
of the Year! Edward Zarrow, a Latin teacher at Westwood High School in
Westwood, MA, and a member of the Northeast Conference on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (NECFTL) is the new TOY, following Nicole. ACTFL notes
Continued on the next page…

!

FLAGS ACTFL 2015 Give and Get
A few brave soles found their way to Natomas High School on December 3rd for
FLAGS Give and Get event. It gave ACTFL attendees the chance to share all the
wonderful things they have learned with teachers who were unable to attend the
ACTFL conference in San Diego this past year. They learned about a speaking
activity making students aware of cultural difference and received great websites
they could use planning their lessons. All in all, it was a successful event for
everybody who attended. Hopefully, the weather will be better for our next Give and
Get in Winter, 2016!

!
Got Membership?

ACTFL, Continued…

!

“the award for the ACTFL National
Language Teacher of the Year is intended
to elevate the status of the language
teaching profession at the state, regional,
and national levels by creating
opportunities for recognizing the most
accomplished members of the profession.
The Teacher of the Year becomes a
spokesperson for the language profession
in order to increase the visibility of the
importance of learning languages and
cultures to the general public.”

!

And just FYI in case you didn’t
know or have forgotten, California has
three national TOYs, Nicole, Christine
Lanphere, both from FLAGS, and Yo
Azama from Salinas. In addition, there
have been many outstanding CLTA
Teachers of the Year who competed in
the SWCOLT Regional. Don Doehla
(Vintaged High School, Napa), is the
2015 CLTA TOY, as Liz Matchett (Gunn
High School, Palo Alto), 2016 CLTA
TOY, will compete in this year’s
SWCOLT competition in Hawaii in early
March.

!

And be sure to nominate a
colleague for CLTA Outstanding
Teacher or Teacher/Leader. TOY
candidates are most often chosen from
past and present rosters of our very best,
and you or a colleague could be on that
short list.

!

The next ACTFL Convention &
World Expo will be in Boston
November 18-20, 2016.

Members:
A great big “THANK YOU” to all who
renewed their membership or became new
members during the2015-16 school year. This
is a reminder that your current membership for
2015-16 will expire August 31, 2016. Mark your
calendars to RENEW your membership when
you start the new school year.
As we come to the close of the 2015-16 School
Year, I would like to remind you of some of the
benefits of being a current FLAGS member. As
a member, you can:
• Get reduced rates for FLAGS workshops.
• Nominate colleagues for awards recognizing
them for their outstanding teaching.
• Honor a student at the annual Student
Awards Breakfast for FREE.
• Apply for small grants to fund special
Advocacy/outreach events with your
students.
• Receive instant updates on matters of
importance to the profession.

!

Membership Dues are only $20 (regular),
$10 (student), $5 (retiree). The membership
year is from September 1, 2015 to August 31,
2016.
While you’re renewing or joining FLAGS for
the first time, think about renewing or
becoming a member of our mother Association
– California Language Teachers’
Association (CLTA). For more information
about membership in CLTA, visit their website
at clta.net/membership.
Sincerely,
Evelyn
Evelyn Bejarano
FLAGS Membership Chair, Retired Spanish &
French Teacher

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF GREATER SACRAMENTO
(A regional affiliate of the California Language Teachers Association)

Membership Application or Renewal
September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016

Circle One

Name (please print) .................................................................................
Title (circle one)

Miss

Ms.

Mrs.

Sister

Dr.

Mr.

Rev.

New

Renewal

Brother

Home Address ............................................................................................ CA ......................
number

street

Home Phone ( ............ )..............................
School

city

zip

School Phone ( .......... ) .............................

.............................................................

Language(s) .....................................

School Address .......................................................................................... CA ......................
number

E-mail

street

........................................................

city

Fax

zip

.................................................

(New members) I was encouraged to join by ................................................................
FLAGS dues* ($20 Regular; $10 Student; $5 Retiree)

$________ (A)

CLTA dues

$________ (B)

($45 Regular; $10 Student; $35 Retiree)

TOTAL (A + B)

$________

(A) If paying FLAGS dues only, please make check payable to FLAGS and send it with
this form to:
FLAGS Membership
9400 Trenholm Dr.
Elk Grove, CA 95758

(A+B) If paying both FLAGS & CLTA dues, please make check payable to CLTA and
send it with this form to: (or go to clta.net/membership to pay w/a credit card
and/or join other affiliates)

CLTA Membership
425 Twain
Fresno, CA 93704
.

