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Outstanding Jeachers STUDENT AWRRDS BREAKFAST
by Janya 3accone, FLAGS Awards Chair i
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One of the finest! Great understanding! Dedi- The 9th Annual FLAGS Student
cated, enthusiastic! Dynamic and talented! Awards Breakfast was held at the Doubletree

These are just a few of the things that col- Hotel on May 7, 2005. As always, FLAGS mem-

leagues said about this year’s FLAGS Outstanding bers were invited to honor a student who ex-
Teachers at the Awards Dinner held March 12 at hibits outstanding dedication to language
(Continued on page 7) (Continued on page 9)
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NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES SEMINAR
OPENS NEW VISTAS ON CONTENT-BASED INSTRUCTION

by Nicole Naditz

In 2004, I was fortunate to be accepted
to participate in an amazing opportunity to
pursue graduate-level research in Lyon,
France. Each year, the National Endowment
for the Humanities sponsors a series of sum-
mer seminars and institutes for teachers. In
2004, Dr. Simon Sibelman of University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh proposed a four-week
seminar studying the Occupation, Resistance
and deportation in World War II France. Fif-
teen teachers, including myself, spent four
weeks in Lyon where there is a world-class re-
search center dedicated to this topic. There, we
had access to primary source documents,
books, essays, and film resources. We were
also given the opportunity to interview war
survivors who played a variety of roles: armed
resistance fighters, civil resistance fighters, and
deportees.

In addition to several hours of class-
room instruction daily, our coursework was
supplemented with extensive readings, amaz-
ing guest speakers (whose experiences we
couldn’t begin to fathom), films, and, of
course, field trips to Chambon-sur-Lignon,
Izieu, and Oradour-sur-Glane. Two of these
sites, Izieu and Oradour, represented war
tragedies and atrocities. The third site, Cham-
bon-sur-Lignon, provides an amazing story of
courage, survival and rescue. There is substan-
tial information available on the Internet on
each of these sites.

think I was in the lap of luxury for a month, 1
will also add that the rooms were very, very
small and lacked air conditioning (deadly in Lyon
during the summer months!). Nevertheless, for
one month, the accommodations were more than
sufficient.

It goes without saying that my knowl-
edge of WWII France has increased immeasura-
bly. But even more importantly, I am connected
to a network of outstanding educators from all
over the country thanks to our four weeks to-
gether in Lyon and the surrounding region. I
can’t even begin to describe how humbling it was
to participate in class discussions with my fellow
attendees, who were all an incredibly accom-
plished and diverse group.

The list of available NEH summer seminar
topics usually appears in late October or Novem-
ber and can be found at the following website:

Set a reminder now to check the website for your
study abroad opportunities in the fall!

When in Rome...
well, maybe when in Sacramento!

Do your part to create a fabulous regional
affiliate, FLAGS!
Attend a Board meeting: find out what is in

We stayed in a résidence—a sort of ho-
tel/apartment complex: nothing fancy, but
well suited to those in town for a study trip.
The rooms were equipped with a bathroom
and a kitchenette, as well as a desk and book-
case for our materials. We also had television
sets and private phones. But, lest the reader

the works and let us know what you'd like to
see planned in future.
If you get inspired, join us on a regular ba-
sis as an At-Large Board Member.
We want your input!
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learning. This year, FLAGS presented awards to nine
local students who were invited to attend with their
families.

After a tasty breakfast and a chance to visit,
each teacher presented their student to the atten-

dees, explaining the
reasons that they
especially enjoy
working with that
student. Naturally,

most teachers man-
aged to embarrass
their students at

least oncel Each stu- =
FLAGS 2005 Student Award recipients

dent received a cer-

tificate of recognition and a $10 Barnes and Noble
gift certificate to use as they wish.
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This year's honorees included:

Tiana Brawley (Natomas HS, Ms. Lanphere) -
Outstanding French 1 Student

Kirstin Haag (Bella Vista HS, Ms. Bejarano) -
Most Outstanding Linguist

Juanita Kellerman (CSUS, Prof. Eberhart) -
Most Dedicated and Enthusiastic Student

Manisha Patel (Natomas HS, Ms. Ward) -
Outstanding AP Spanish Student

Julia Reynolds (Bella Vista HS, Ms. Jenkins) -
Outstanding French Student

Rachel Rojas (Natomas HS, Ms. Peiper) -
Most Enthusiatic Spanish Student

Lydia Tomkiw (Bella Vista HS, Ms. Naditz) -
CLTA Year of Languages Essay Contest Winner

Alexandra Simms (Center HS, Ms. Zaccone) -
Student Writer and Grammarian

Amber Woodburn (Laguna Creek HS, Ms. Kirchofer) -
Highest 6rade Ever in French 4 Honors

California Foreign Language

Project
Vs,

Returns to Sacramento!
Breaking news!! The reorganization of the California

Subject Matter Projects (CSMPs) has necessitated signifi-
cant changes in the basic structure of all the projects
throughout the system. As you may know, the CSMPs pro-
vide much-needed professional development for teachers
out in the field. For foreign language educators, the Califor-
nia Foreign Language Project (CFLP) has been one of the
most important sources of professional development oppor-
tunities for over 20 years.

Change, as we all know, can generate mixed out-
comes. One result of this radical reorganization is that many
of the projects have either lost sites entirely, or have had
to consolidate neighboring sites into larger mega-sites. CFLP
is a prime example of this reality. Its former nine sites have
been reduced to six, and several regional sites have consoli-
dated in order to continue providing services. It is too early
to tell how successful this move will be, but project leaders
are hopeful.

Why, you ask, is this news-worthy for FLAGS mem-
bers? Well.. one of the new CFLP mega-sites is none other
than California State University, Sacramento. That's right!

Starting this fall, the Capital Foreign Language Project
will provide in depth, discipline-specific professional devel-
opment for foreign language teachers across Northern
California. The project will offer seminars during the aca-
demic year, and a week-long summer institute. Everyone is
invited to attend, and please share the news with your ad-
ministrators. The following is a list of the seminars
planned for the next three years:

* Foundations for Successful Foreign Language Teaching: a
40-hour seminar focused on the California Framework for
Foreign Language Teaching, the Effective Instructional

Sequence, differentiated learning, assisting English
Learners to succeed, and brain research on L2 acquisition

*Language/Culture Content Development Day (a language/
culture-specific immersion practice day)

Summer 2006

Arts: a Tool for Instructional Delivery. Using distinct art
forms (dance, music, graphic arts, media, etc.) in daily
classroom practices

*Curriculum Development: Listening and Speaking Strate-
gies and Assessment
*Language/Culture Content Development Day (a language/

culture-specific immersion practice day)
(Continued on page 10)




