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Thank you for your interest in Read Around the World.  In this packet, you will find the following documents:

· an overview of the program

· a description of the expectations of all participants in the program 
· a list of all of the dates required of participants in the program

· a permission slip for those under 18 years of age

· a photo release form for all participants

We are excited about your interest in the program and look forward to your participation. Take your time to read through the entire packet before choosing to take on this rewarding, but serious, commitment. Please contact me at the phone number or e-mail address provided should you have any questions, or you may feel free to contact your teacher.

Sincerely,

Nicole Naditz

Read Around the World Program Coordinator

home:  916-681-2057
e-mail: madamenaditz@yahoo.com

What is Read Around the World?
Read Around the World is a voluntary, student-led, multi-lingual story hour in which high school and college students choose, practice, and present stories from around the world to an audience of young children, usually in languages other than English.  After reading the stories, the students may teach the children crafts, songs and games that are related to the stories.  

Program Background
Nicole Naditz, a local French teacher, first approached the public library about Read Around the World in fall of 2004 and found an enthusiastic partner in Cindy Cantin, Manager, Office of Community Services at the Sacramento Public Library. A planning committee consisting of Naditz, Cantin, Sacramento Library Youth Programs Director Cathy Brown, California State University Sacramento professor Carol Eberhart and local high school students Marie Bersola, Kyle Bruce, Marisol Quiroz and Veronica Vargas got to work designing the initial program. 

The inaugural season of Read Around the World featured about 20 students from six area high schools and CSUS. After working with their language teachers to fine tune their presentations, they read stories in seven different languages at three branch libraries in May, 2005.  As you can see, Read Around the World represents a unique collaboration between the Sacramento Public Library and local language teachers and their students.
Why should I  participate?
Read Around the World offers you a unique opportunity to engage in service learning while making meaningful use of your language skills. If your school requires community service for graduation, you can earn some of your hours with this program. Even if community service isn’t required, it is a lot of fun and a great way to take your language skills out of the classroom into the “real world”.  You will also learn a lot as you prepare a presentation designed to ensure that the children who attend (and don’t speak your language) understand the story and have fun. Your own skills and confidence in your target language will increase as a result of your participation.

Where can I get more information?
This packet contains much of the information you will need, but if you have further questions, please contact Mme (that’s French for “Mrs.”) Nicole Naditz directly via e-mail at: madamenaditz@yahoo.com or your teacher. 

Program expectations
Please make sure you are able to fulfill the expectations outlined below before agreeing to join the program. This will ensure a positive experience for all involved.

Program participants (readers)
· attend all meetings, rehearsals and their performance time

· choose an appropriate story (with help from teacher)

· develop an engaging, appropriate, and effective presentation of their story, including pre- and post-reading activities.

· accept feedback from their teacher and adjust presentation accordingly

· accurately track the amount of time spent developing the presentation

· help advertise the program

Program partictipants’ teachers
· collect applications, choose student participants

· Notify Nicole Naditz of participants and presentation content
· help students select appropriate stories

· help students comply with all deadlines (determined by the teacher)
· organize student trainings and rehearsals at school and provide feedback

· supervise program at the branch library
Branch libraries
· help advertise program

· hold event in the main library rather than in a meeting room when possible
· may provide meeting/rehearsal space, if available
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Program Dates
Below you will find a table listing all of the dates for the Read Around the World program hosted by your teacher.  Please review this list carefully and discuss it with family members and your employer if you are employed.  

If you choose to participate in this activity, you are committing to every date below, so it is important that you consider all of your social, familial, and employment obligations before enrolling in the program.  Thank you for your careful attention to this matter—you are helping ensure the success of the program.
	Activity
	Date
	Time
	Location

	RSVP to teacher with intent to participate
	
	
	

	Mandatory program training
	
	
	

	Story selections and program description due to teacher
	
	
	

	Complete online form with information about story
	
	
	

	Mandatory first rehearsal
	
	
	

	Mandatory second rehearsal
	
	
	

	Branch library performances 

	Name of Branch: 
	
	
	Branch address:




Permission Slip
I acknowledge that I have read, understood and agree to the terms of participation in Read Around the World and hereby declare my intention to participate in this voluntary community service program.  I understand that this program is not affiliated with any school district and that my school and/or district and their employees accept no responsibility for my participation. Furthermore, I understand that neither the Foreign Language Association of Greater Sacramento, nor the Sacramento Public Library System accept any responsibility for my participation in the program.  I further understand that although this is a voluntary program, I have agreed to fulfill all of the obligations of the program by returning this form with my signature. My signature further constitutes my declaration that I have discussed the time commitments of this program with my family and my employer (if applicable) and they agree to my participation.

Please print legibly!

_____________________________

_________________________

Print name





Signature

__________

__________________
_____/___
_______________

Date


School



Grade/Age
Language

_____________________________________________________________________

Complete address (street, city, zip)

_______________________   
  ______________________________________

Phone number with area code
  
  e-mail address

Do you have a job? _______ If so, where? ___________________________________

Have you spoken to your employer about your participation in this program? ________

Will you be earning Community Service Credit through this program? ______________

If under 18, a parent or guardian must also sign:

_______________/______________

__________________________________

Parent name /relationship
(print)


Parent signature

_____________________________

__________________________________

Parent phone number (day)


Parent phone number (evening)

By signing, I acknowledge that I have read the terms of participation, I am aware of the time commitment, and I agree to my child’s participation in Read Around the World.
Please keep a copy for yourself before turning this permission form in to your teacher.

Permission for Use of Student Work and/or Photograph 

The purpose of the Discover Languages web site is to inform, publicize, and promote language learning and teaching in the United States.  The web site is open to the public at www.discoverlanguages.org and sponsored by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), a non-profit organization whose members are language educators. 

The purpose of this form is to request permission of parents/guardians to use the work or photographs of their children that pertain to the Discover Languages activities and events conducted throughout the nation during the duration of the campaign.  These electronic images and captions identifying individuals will be featured on the web site and then archived in an area of the site that can be accessed by visitors to the site.  By signing, you also give permission for the same work or photographs to appear on the web sites and print materials of organizations affiliated with the Discover Languages activities in which the student participated. In California, those organizations include: the California Language Teachers Association and its local affiliates including the Foreign Language Association of Greater Sacramento, and the Sacramento Public Library.

Please complete this form and return to your child’s teacher.  

PERMISSION FORM

Student Name:

_________________________________________________

Signed: 
        
_________________________________________________






Signature of Parent or Guardian

Date:


________________________

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER.

Esther Chon and Julia Jang wow their audience with a story in Korean.
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Amanda Frazier and Rachel Good perform using a felt board.





Kyle Bruce and Marie Bersola begin their story after teaching some French vocabulary.
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